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Amid COVID-19 Pandemic:  
DA Bicol ensured unhampered 
delivery of goods and services  

by Emily B. Bordado

Farmers Association gets P54.36M 
worth farm machineries under RCEF
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 The Department of Agriculture 
is at the frontline of ensuring 
food availability, accessibility and 
affordability amidst the continuing 
threat of COVID  19 pandemic in 
all parts of the country including 
the Bicol  region. The DA-Bicol 
has aligned all its programs  and 
instituted measures and strategies 
to immediately respond to the 
current crisis and its after effects 

via the “ Ahon Lahat, Pagkain 
Sapat (ALPAS) Kontra Covid 
also known as Plant, Plant, 
Plant Program initiated by 
secretary William D. Dar. 

 It  has organized a Food 
Resiliency Task Force to oversee 
the implementation of the ALPAS 
Program. One of the immediate 
responses and measures during 

the implementation of the General 
Community Quarantine which 
restricted movement of people and 
flow of goods and supplies is the 
establishment of KADIWA  posts/
outlets and mobile kadiwa or on 
wheels which has served 65,709 
households. Six of these KADIWA 
outlets are based at the DA outreach 
stations in the 4 provinces  and the 
regional office and 1 at the LGU in 

San Fernando, Masbate. The BFAR 
also participated. To date, the sales 
generated from these KADIWA 
totals to about Php 63.7 million.
 To ensure unhampered 
movement of all cargoes, 
agriculture and fishery inputs, 
food products and agriculture 
& fisheries, a total of 3,058 
food passes have been issued 
as of this writing by the DA  
regional office and the Research 
Outreach Stations in Camarines 
Norte, Catanduanes, Masbate, 
Sorsogon, Albay and the BFAR.   

 Meanwhile the Regulatory 
Division processed 193 
applications for transport carrier 
accreditation, 174 handler’s 

SAN AGUSTIN, PILI, 
CAMARINES SUR – Some 
31 farmers association in 
Bicol were the first ever 
recipients of P54.6M farm 
machineries under the P10 
billion Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) of  

the Department of Agriculture.

   The machineries distributed 
included 29 units Rice combine 
harvester worth P43.9M; 7 
units riding type transplanter 
amounting to P8M; 5 units 
walk behind transplanter 

worth P1.6M; and 8 units rice 
reaper amounting to  P857,000. 
The said machineries were 
received and brought home by 
the presidents of the recipient 
farmers associations. 
 Baldwin Jallorina, 
National Director of the 
Philippine Center for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PhilMech)  
said that this initial and partial 
distribution under the Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (RCEF) allocation   is a 
first in the Bicol region. 
 The Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund was created 
under RA 11203 or the Rice 
Tariffication Law.
 
“Libre po ito (machineries). 
Sana gamitin natin nang wasto 
at huwag ipagdamot sa mga 
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EDITORIAL

 s our country is still grappling    
      with the adverse effects of COVID   
19 pandemic not only  on the health 
&  well- being of our people but also 
on the economy and other aspects of 
our  country’s  existence  and survival, 
the Department of Agriculture has  
immediately  responded by aggressively 
implementing new and existing programs 
to mitigate the effects of the pandemic.

 Under the leadership of the 
dynamic and forward-thinking secretary 
William D. Dar, the DA immediately 
implemented the Plant, Plant, Plant 
Program or Ahon Lahat Pagkain 
Sapat  (ALPAS) Kontra COVID-19.  
The Agri -4Ps or ALPAS is the DA’s 
centerpiece program currently being 
implemented to attain a higher 
level of national food sufficiency 
especially this time that we are in the 
middle of this COVID-19 pandemic. 
A total of 20.7 million metric tons of 
palay is targeted to be produced for 2020.
 Under this Program is the Rice 
Resiliency Project (RRP) worth 
P 8.5B aimed at further increasing 
national rice production through 
provision of quality seeds and other 
production inputs like fertilizer.  This 
project augments the P10B Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement Fund 
(RCEF) and the P7-B Regular DA 
Inbred and Hybrid Rice Program.
 Another intervention under this 
program is augmenting the current 
P7-B palay procurement budget of 
the NFA so that it could buy more 
palay and increase its bufferstock 
from the current 15 to 30 days.
 The DA is also keen on increasing 
food sufficiency level in all commodities 
by improving domestic production and 
importing only food requirements that 
our country cannot sustainably produce.
 The DA has proposed a P66-
billion stimulus package to fund new 
programs and help the agriculture 
sector reboot and recover.  This 
is over and above the proposed 
P240-Billion budget for next year.

 

 Last year the agriculture sector 
was faced with multiple issues such 
high prices of rice, falling farmgate 
of palay and copra and the much-
criticized implementation of the Rice 
Tarrification Law, and the outbreak of 
African Swine Fever in several areas 
including the province of Camarines 
Sur and two powerful typhoons - Tisoy 
and Ursula.   And at early this year 
up this time, it has to grapple with the 
impact of this COVID-19 pandemic.

 But despite these challenges the 
agriculture sector on the 1st semester 
of this year amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic managed to grow by 0.5% 
percent or 1.6% year-on year growth 
reflecting the sector’s   strong resiliency 
to adapt and rise above any adversity
 This gives the sector a sense of 
hope and optimism. As former NEDA 
director, and economist    Cielito Habito 
said: “agriculture saved the economy 
from even worse decline reinforces 
the long-held view that we must really 
look at this sector as the economy’s 
ultimate backbone…COVID-19 or no 
COVID-19.”

 With the new initiatives and existing 
programs and sets of interventions 
now being implemented by the DA in 
partnership with the LGUs, private sector, 
farmers and fisherfolk organization and 
academe   and  with  the approval of the 
stimulus package proposed by the DA, 
the  agriculture sector is now gearing to 
reboot, recover and grow.

DA Gearing up to Reboot, Recover
and Grow after COVID 19

A
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Philippine Rural Development Project (PRDP)

PRDP-funded abaca enterprise in Catanduanes 
sees bright prospects after ECQ 

VIRAC, CATANDUANES–“Ang abaca 
plant ay hindi naman apektado ng 
pandemic. Once na maalis na itong ECQ, 
back to normal. Napakalaking produce 
nyan kasi napakaganda ng tanim ngayon 
na abaca. Makaka-bounce back kami. 
Napakaraming ani niyan. Magdo-double 
time ang mga abacaleros nyan.” This is 
the optimistic foresight of Anita L. Tasarra, 
chairperson of the Pinoy Lingap Damayan 
Cooperative (PLDC) Board of Directors 
(BOD) for the Abaca Fiber Processing 
and Trading Enterprise (AFPTE) once the 
enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) is 
lifted.
 Immediately after the ECQ was 
implemented, the PLDC donated P50,000 
to the local government unit of Virac, 
where majority of its farmer-members are 
located. The Management is also planning 

to offer P5,000 loan assistance to its 
members who solely depend on abaca as 
source of income.
 In a phone interview, Tasarra 
noted that this was made possible by 
applying their learnings from the training 
on Disaster Resiliency and Business 
Continuity provided by the Philippine 
Rural Development Project (PRDP) to 
its enterprise development (I-REAP) 
subprojects. She shared that the Project’s 
risk management training enabled them to 
become smart in dealing with situations 
that require urgent actions and decisions. 
She added that the complete delivery 
of PRDP interventions to the I-REAP 
subproject had boost their sales since July 
2019. Hence, they were able to gain a gross 
income worth P1.84 million as of February 
19, 2020 and save an amount which they 

can now use to financially support their 
abaca farmer-members while the ECQ is 
enforced.
 “Natutunan namin talaga na parating 
may reserba para sa kapakanan ng mga 
miyembro. Yun ang dapat uunahin talaga. 
Parating may nakareserba anuman ang 
mangyari, may nakareserbang tulong,” 
she said.
 PSO I-REAP Head John Darel C. 
Colarina, on the other hand, underscored 
the importance of the proponent group’s 
initiatives, the LGU and the key partners’ 
support in building the enterprise’s 
resilience. Meanwhile, according to 
PRDP-Bicol I-REAP Head Adelina A. 
Losa, the DA has appealed to the LGUs 
and national government agencies to allow 
them to operate. This is in accordance 
with the Memorandum dated March 
27, 2020 issued by Philippine Fiber 
Industry Development Authority (FIDA) 
Executive Director Kennedy T. Costales 
which allows activities, production 
and operation of enterprises relating to 
fibercrop products, by-products and semi-
processed products and primary fibercrop 
processing equipment. Said memo is 
supplemental to an earlier issuance by DA 
Secretary William D. Dar, Memorandum 
Circular Nos. 7 and 9, which implement 
the Food Resiliency Protocol and expands 
its coverage. On March 28, 2020, Acting 
Governor Shirley A. Abundo issued an 
advisory that provides the guidelines 
for fiber crop production and enterprise 
activities categorized as agricultural or 
farming activities for the province.
 The AFPTE, a fully operational 
I-REAP subproject, is being implemented 
by the PLDC with funding and technical 
assistance from the DA-PRDP and the 
Provincial Government of Catanduanes. 
The P10.21 million-worth enterprise is 
engaged in abaca fiber processing and 
trading as well as trading of bacbac or 
dried leafsheaths of abaca plant and abaca 
wastes. It serves over 3,500 abaca farmer-
suppliers from all municipalities in the 
province. In compliance with the ECQ 
enforced in Luzon, the PLDC temporarily 
halted its operation to secure the health of 
its workforce and observe the protocols 
particularly the curfew hours. They will 
resume operation on April 13, 2020.

LettersClass 1995
Marcial O. Rañola Memorial School

Guinobatan, Albay

June 29, 2020

RODEL P. TORNILLA, MABE
Regional Executive Director
Department of Agriculture 
San Agustin, Pili, Camarines Sur

Dear Director Tornilla:

 Greetings of Peace!
 We are writing to express our sincerest gratitude for the support given 
to Marcial O. Rañola Memorial School (MORMS) Class 1995 COVID-19 
Outreach Program. May we please acknowledge 30 packs (5 kinds each 
pack) of vegetable seeds. We distributed them to our selected family-
beneficiaries and batchmates on June 21, 2020 together with 3rd wave of 
relief goods as part of our outreach program.

 Likewise, we are glad to share some of the picture taken during the 
distribution date and testimonies acknowledging receipt of the vegetable 
seeds.

Very truly yours,

(Signed) BRYAN CRUZ LAJARA, M.D.
Committee Chair
COVID-19 Outreach Program

MITZI  NUDA- ZILDZIC
Class 1995 President

(Annielyn L. Baleza) 
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Bicolwide Gulayan sa Paaralan kicks off
SAN AGUSTIN, PILI, 
CAMARINES SUR – To 
officially start the 2020 Gulayan 
sa Paaralan, the DA Bicol High 
Value Crops Development 
Program (HVCDP) turned 
over P2.2M worth of farm 
equipment and garden tools to 
participating public  elementary 
and secondary schools in Albay 
and Camarines Sur through the 
LGUs on June 19, 2020.
 Due to the limitations on 
mobility brought about the 
coronavirus pandemic, only 
the municipal Agricultural 
Extension Workers (AEWs) 
assigned in HVCDP projects 
in Camarines Sur were invited 
to receive the equipment and 
garden tools consisting of 1 
roll hose, 1 roll plastic twine, 
1 plastic drum, 1 set garden 
tools 1pc. hand sprayer, 1 bag 
organic fertilizer and assorted 
vegetable seeds for the initial 
148 schools.
 These kindhearted 
AEWs agreed to deliver set 
of equipment to the schools in 
their areas. 
  For the province of Albay, 
Provincial Agriculturist Cheryl 
Rebeta personally received 
the package for the 200 
participating schools.
  Dr. Mary Grace Rodriguez, 
OIC Chief of the Field 
Operations Division and 
regional coordinator of  HVCDP 
which implements the Gulayan 
Project, explained that the 
project is being implemented  
annually in partnership with 
the Department of Education. 
 Dr. Rodriguez added 
that, for 2020, the HVCDP 
has targeted 945 schools for 

the Gulayan sa Paaralan. In 
Albay, 200 public elementary 
schools expressed their intent 
to establish vegetable nurseries; 
100 schools in Cam. Norte; 
305 in Camarines Sur; 90 in 
Catanduanes; 150 in Masbate; 
100 in Sorsogon.
 For the participating 
schools in the provinces of 
Camarines Norte, Sorsogon, 
Catanduanes and Masbate, the 
equipment and garden tools will 
just be delivered to the Office 
of the Provincial Agriculturist 
(OPAG) which also committed 
to distribute the same to the 
schools.
   Rodel P. Tornilla, DA Bicol 
Regional Executive Director, 
in his speech, underscored the 

importance of food production 
as a means for survival at this 
perilous time. 
 Director Tornilla also 
cited the serious issue of the 
ageing farmers in the country, 
whose average age is 57 years 
old.  “We need more young 
blood to continue the noble 
job of our farmers. Agriculture 
related activities like vegetable 
gardening should be included 
again in the basic education 
curriculum to encourage the 
youth towards farming.”
 He added that although 
the students will not physically 
report to the schools, Gulayan 
sa Paaralan can still be executed 
through the teachers and be 
included in the subjects through 

virtual demonstrations. 
 Director Tornilla also 
emphasized the important role 
of the LGUs as embodied in 
RA 7160 dated October 10, 
1991 or the “Act Providing 
for a Local Government Code 
of 1991 which  mandated 
the creation of Local School 
Boards. Section 9 stated that 
there shall be established 
in every province, city or 
municipality, a provincial, city 
or municipal school board, 
respectively.
 “The municipal school 
board shall be composed of 
the municipal mayor and 
the district supervisor of 
schools as co-chairmen; the 
chairman of the education 
committee of the Sangguniang 
Bayan, the municipal 
treasurer, representative of 
the “Pederasyon ng mga 
Sangguniang Kabataan” in 
the Sangguniang Bayan, the 
duly elected president of the 
municipal federation of parent-
teachers associations, the duly 
elected representatives of the 
teachers’ organizations in the 
municipality, and the duly 
elected representative of the 
non-academic personnel of 
public schools of municipality, 
as members.”
 Reports from the 
participating schools submitted 
to the DA Bicol HVCDP 
proved Director Tornilla’s 
claim as some schools observed 
a reduction in the number of 
drop outs in their classes due 
to the students’ keen interest in 
growing their own vegetables 
and seeing them bear fruits. 
Most of the schools also used 
the produce in their feeding 
programs.
 In 2019, a total of 920 
schools participated in the 
Gulayan sa Paaralan, but a 
number of schools not included 
in the target of the HVCDP  were 
also given various interventions 
like vegetable seeds and garden 
tools upon request. 
                 (Lovella P. Guarin) 
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 To ensure the continuous 
production of farm animals 
as source of meat, milk, eggs 
and other poultry products, 
the Department of Agriculture 
Bicol thru the Livestock 
Assistance Project under 
the Livestock and Poultry 
Program, recently distributed 
dairy animals to selected 
animal growers association in 
Camarines Norte. 
 
 The Kambingan at 
Tupahan ng Bayan (KATUBA) 
with office at Calasgasan, Daet 
Camarines Norte represented 
by Bessie De Los Santos 
received 20 heads female goat. 
De los Santos expressed her 
gratitude to the DA hoping that 
the project would expand to 
greater heights to help boost 
the goat industry in Bicol. The 
Mabilo II Farmers Asscoiation 
represented by Efren Cas 
is thankful for the 10 heads 
gilt (breeder swine). “Ang 
pagkakaloob sa amin ng Tulong 
Pang-kabuhayan Project na ito 
ay malaking tulong sa amin at 

amin itong pagyayamanin at 
ipapamahagi sa aming mga 
kasapi” Cas said. 

He narrated that despite the 
current situation of our nation 
because of the pandemic, they 
felt that they are not neglected 
by the local and national 
government. “Simula ng kami 
ay pinagkalooban ng ganitong 
klaseng kabuhayan, unti- 

Dr. Marissa Guillermo, Regional Livestock Program Coordinator  personally 
oversees the distribution of the animals.

provision of feeds, 
drugs, biologics and 
others. They shall also 
maintain a recording 
system and provide 
needed information 
during DA monitoring 
activity.
 
     Meanwhile, Rafael 
Moraleda, owner of 
Moraleda farm who is 
venturing into small 
and large ruminant 
raising, shared that he 
has also a plantation 

unting nabago ang kalagayan 
ng aming pamumuhay” he 
added. The Camarines Norte 
Food Processors Association 
represented by Livia Era also 
received 10 heads gilt. 
 
 Part of the recipient’s 
responsibility is to prepare 
needed facilities for housing, 
feeding, water and lighting, 
develop pasture areas, 

Farming communities in 
Mt. Isarog buffer zone to get assist

SAN AGUSTIN, PILI, 
CAMARINES SUR – Rodel P. 
Tornilla, Regional Executive 
Director of the Department 
of Agriculture in Bicol inked 
a Memo of Agreement  with 
Metropolitan Naga Water 
District (MNWD) as one of its 

DA Bicol RED Rodel P. Tornilla and Metro Naga Water District  General Manager Engr. 
Virgilio B. Luansing I sign the MOA.

(Please turn to page 9)

Livestock Program distributes dairy animals 
to raisers in Camarines Norte

of napier grass locally named 
as “maramais-mais” which 
served as feeds for his animals. 

“ Ito po ay paboritong kainin 
ng aking mga alaga, sa 
kasalukuyan, kayang buhayin 
ng isang puno ang mag inang 
kambing sa loob ng isang araw. 
Malaking pasasalamat ko sa 
DA dahil sa binigay nitong buto 
(specie) na tinatawag na super 
napier at ito ay aking naparami 
at ginagamit na naming 
alternate na pagkain sa aming 
mga alaga” he said. 
He is now sharing said seeds to 
fellow raisers and encouraged 
them to propagate more so that 
they can help other farmers. 
 
 According to Dr. 
Marissa Guillermo, Regional 
Livestock & Poultry Program 
Coordinator, the distribution 
is essential during this trying 
times to enable deserving 
recipients alleviate poverty 
and increase their income. 

(Blesilda A. Nuñez)

partners in the “Strengthening 
and Livelihood Development 
of Conservation Farming 
Communities (CFC) within 
the buffer zone of the Mount 
Isarog Natural Park (MINP).”

 The beneficiaries of this project 
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(from page 1)DA turns over P54.36M... 

Rodel P. Tornilla
Regional Executive Director,

DA Bicol

Baldwin Jallorina, 
National Director, PhilMech  

Baldwin Jallorina, National Director of the Philippine Center for Postharvest Development and Mechanization (PhilMech) personally led the initial distribution 
of machineries under RCEF in Bicol at the DA RFO 5 compound in San Agustin, Pili, Camarines Sur.

miyembro ng asosasyon upang 
mapababa natin ang cost of 
production at mapataas ang 
ani at kita. Dahil sa tulong 
ng mga makinaryang ito, 
kahit 2 tao lang ay kayang 
gampanan ang mga gawain 
sa bukid. Mula ngayon, hindi 
na kayo maghapong nakayuko 
sa gawaing bukid,”  director  
Jallorina added.

be implemented for at least 6 
years,” director Tornilla added. 
 Tornilla challenged  the 
recipients to be role models  in 
implementing the programs of 
the DA like farm consolidation 
and clustering, where the use 
of these farm machineries will 
be maximized. He added that 
under Sec. Dar’s new paradigm, 
most of the DA interventions 

 One of the recipients, 
Edward Yater, President 
of Buluang Communal 
Irrigators Inc. in San 
Vicente, Buhi, Camarines 
Sur thank the DA 
and PhilMech for the 
machineries they receive 
and hoped that PhilMech 
will continue developing 
machineries for the 
Filipino farmers. 
 

Also present during the 
event were Mayor Tomas 
Bongalonta of Pili, Camarines 
Sur; mayor Marco Chavez 

 
 Rodel P. Tornilla, DA 
Bicol Regional Executive 
Director said that the initial 
31 farmer beneficiaries were 
very lucky as they were chosen 
from a total of 872 farmers 
associations accredited by DA 
in Bicol. Half of this or 380 
farmers’ associations are in 
Camarines Sur province. 
 “This is only the 
beginning of distribution of 
the machineries as RCEF will 

will be intended for clustered 
farmers and consolidated land 
areas.
 “I hope that with your 
help, we will start embracing 
farm clustering and land 
consolidation,” he added.
 
 Governor Miguel Luis 
Villafuerte of Camarines Sur 
said that the only way that the 
Philippines will be at par with 
other countries is through 

mechanization and the 
distribution of machineries is 
one step ahead. 
 
 3rd District Representative 
Garbriel H. Bordado, Jr. of 
the 3rd district of CamSur 
said that agriculture 
mechanization is the answer 
to the numerous problems 
besetting the agriculture 
sector today including the 
low contribution of the sector 
to the GDP in 2019 to 2020.  
 

of San Jose, Camarines Sur;  
TESDA 5 Regional Director 
Toni June Tamayo; ATI 5 
Center Director Elsa Parot; 
PhilRice Bicol Director 
Victoria Lapitan; PhilMech 
Facility Management and Field 
Operations Division Chief 
Joel Datur; DA Bicol Regional 
Technical Directors Luz R. 
Marcelino and Dr. Edgar R. 
Madrid and other DA officials. 
The farmers associations 
were accompanied by  their  

municipal agriculturists. 

                     (Lovella P. Guarin)

(L-R) Pili, Camarines Sur Mayor Tomas P. Bongalonta; CamSur 3rd District Representative Gabriel H. 
Bordado, Jr; CamSur Governor Miguel Luis R. Villafuerte; DA Bicol Regional Executive Director Rodel P. 
Tornilla; Philmech National Director Baldwin Jallorina; Mayor Marco Chavez of San Jose, CamSur
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Corn silage production 
provides livelihood to farmers, 
feed to livestock amid Covid-19

 The Corona Virus Disease 
2019 (CoViD-19) pandemic 
and the hot summer weather 
brought worry and anxiety to 
us all especially the farming 
sector. Farmers not only worry 
about their families but also 
the sustenance of their farm 
animals.
 In Ligao City, 36 families 
in Barangay Basag were able 
to cope up and continued to 
sustain themselves through 
the Corn Silage Production 
of Palaya AgriVentures 
Corporation (PAC) because 
their farming operation did not 
stop since February 2019.
 Erlin Nebreja shared that 
“dakulang tabang samo ining 
proyekto ta nagkaigwang 
trabaho kaming pamilya. 
Timing man na may krisis na 
inaatubang, an sakong duwang 
aki nagtatabang man asin 
nakadagdag sa income kan 
samong pamilya. Dai napundo 
an samuyang hanapbuhay.”
 Farm Manager Jojo Elvira 
related that PAC  President/
COO Ignacio R. Colesio 
actually envisioned the 
company to help and empower 
farmers and their families. That 
is why PAC has established 
more than 700 hectares of 
new corn production areas 

in Camarines Sur, Albay and 
Camarines Norte.

 Elvira said that the corn 
silage production of PAC 
provided hope to the farmers 
when the El Niño phenomenon 
in 2019 hit the region which 
affected the feed supply of the 
livestock farms in Bicol and 
CALABARZON. To save their 
corn crop, they processed it 
into silage in anticipation of the 
declining food supply of their 
animals.
 It was a common practice 
of farmers to burn corn wastes 
like cobs, stalks and stubbles 
and this directly affects the 
environment. But with corn 
silage production, the wastes 
were processed as silage, thus, 
minimizing environmental 

degradation and at the same 
generating income for farmers.
 Elvira said that the 
surrounding households in the 
community earn from planting, 
furrowing and harvesting corn 
in the 60-hectare area. Aside 
from providing employment to 
them, PAC encouraged them to 
plant their crops and vegetables 
in some vacant areas in the farm 
for their food sustenance. Some 
farmers even sell their excess 
harvest as additional source of 
income.
 “Pinapabakal ko su mga 
sobra ming gulayon sa mga 
kataraid mi na itinanom mi sa 
mga bakanteng lote,” Michael 
Nebreja said while carrying a 
bag of corn silage towards the 
delivery truck.
 Elvira shared the potential 
of corn silage production 
as an additional income of 
farmers. Farmers could do 
three croppings per year from 
planting corn for grain and 

silage production.
 Corn silage production 
is one option for farmers 
to consider. It needs a lot 
of planning. Timing is very 
important since harvested corn 
for silage should be ensiled 
immediately after harvest. 
Equipment are necessary 
to reduce cost and enhance 
efficiency. Cattle, small 
ruminants and other livestock 
should be integrated in corn 
silage production as it will 
increase productivity and cost-
effectiveness of the project.
 Corn silage production will 
also enhance farmer’s resiliency 
to typhoons, heavy rains and 
drought that invariably destroy 

Bicolano farmer’s corn crops. 
This could be a game changer 
for corn farmers and livestock 
raisers as they could always 
have the option to harvest at 
65-75 days after planting or 
harvest it as corn grain at 110-
115 days after planting.
 Livestock raisers can 
expand their population as 
silage corn is readily available.
 “Actually, there is a strong 
demand for silage by farmers 
who raise goats, cattle and 
other ruminants. However, 
there is very little regular supply 
available,” Elvira added.
 
 In order to increase 
production of corn silage, 
Colesio sought the assistance 
and intervention of the 
Department of Agriculture-
Bicol (DA) and the National 
Dairy Authority-5 through farm 
mechanization and marketing, 
respectively.

 DA-Bicol provided PAC with 
a mobile dryer, corn picker, 
tractors and water pumps 
to hasten their production 
efficiency and lessen production 
and post-harvest losses.
 Meanwhile, NDA-5 
needed 34,000 kgs of corn 
silage for their distribution 
program to dairy farmers in 
Bicol Region this year. PAC 
has provided the requirement.
 Farmer Renel Palomillo 
of Albay Dairy Farmers Multi-
Purpose Cooperative in Banao, 
Guinobatan said that this is their 
first time to receive corn silage 
from the NDA. The farmers, 
he said, will benefit from this 

(Please turn to page 11)

by Jayson M. Gonzales
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licenses, in compliance with 
AO No.9 which prescribed 
an unhampered  operation of 
agricultural production and 
marketing  activities. A total of 
3,058 food passes were issued. 

 The Administrative and 
Finance Division, Field Operations 
Division and Regulatory 
Division, issued 2,663 IATF 
IDs to farmers tilling farms 
outside their municipalities, farm 
laborers, caretakers of livestock 
and poultry farms, feed mill 
workers, employees of agriculture 
supplies stores, animal clinics 

Amid COVID-19 Pandemic, DA Bicol ensured... (from page 1)

and DA and other attached 
agencies’ skeleton workforce.  
 Through the Agribusiness and 
Marketing Assistance Division, 
delivery of some agricultural 
products from the region to specific 
drop off points has been facilitated. 
These include pineapples from 
Camarines Norte-702 MT to 
Balintawak Market, 15 MT to Pasig 
City; 21.15 MT assorted vegetables 
and fruits from Agri-preneur 
Farmers Producers Association 
from Libmanan, Camarines Sur and 
Sto. Domingo Albay to Cainta and 
Balintawak market respectively; 
166 MT watermelon from 
Camarines Norte and Libmanan 
to Q-mart Q.C., Divisoria, Lipa 
City and Tanawan Batangas.
A total of 34,000 pieces of 
coconut from Vinzons, Camarines 
Norte were also delivered to 
Nueva Ecija and Urdaneta 
Pangasinan. Another 143 MT 
of pineapple from Camarines 
Norte were sold/delivered locally 
to Naga City, Legaspi City, 
Camarines Sur and Albay towns.

 Continuous price monitoring 
was also undertaken to ensure 
implementation of price freeze 
and consumer protection.
 Implementation of programs/
projects and delivery of services 
by DA Bicol also proceeded 
to unhampered even with the 
enforcement of the ECQ and GCQ.
 To help farmers and tide them 
over and their families during this 
COVID-19 crisis, the DA Bicol,  
through the Financial Subsidy for 
the Rice Farmers, distributed the 
P 5, 000 cash assistance worth Php 
317, 325 million to 58,446 farmers 
beneficiaries from Camarines 

Sur, Albay and Sorsogon.
 Under the Expanded 
SURE Aid Recovery Project 
for Agri-Fishery Based Micro 
and Small Enterprise, 2,941 
small farmers tilling below 
3 hectares received financial 
assistance totaling Php 73.5M 
and Php 89M to Marginalized 
Small Farmers and Fisherfolk.
 Production inputs were also 
distributed by the banner programs. 
The Rice Program distributed 
a total of 38,808 bags hybrid 
seeds, 2, 952 bags certified seeds, 
44,554 bags fertilizers, the budget 
for which derived from Quick 
Response Fund for Typhoon Tisoy. 
The Corn Program distributed 
5, 212 bags of corn seeds and 
949 bags of fertilizers were 
also distributed to corn clusters.

 Meanwhile, the High Value 
Commercial Crops Program 
aggressively campaigned for 
community and household 
vegetable production and it 
distributed over 5,342 kgs of 

assorted vegetable seeds and 
2, 767 pieces garden tools 
cascaded down to the municipal 
and provincial LGUs, farmers 
association, individual farmers 
or households. Over 3,000 
hectares is expected to be planted 
with these vegetable seeds.

 Under the Special Area 
for Agricultural Development 
(SAAD) Program, 619 kgs. of 
assorted vegetable seeds, 106 pcs 
garden tools, 4,000 plastic seedling 
trays, 50 pcs HDPE pipes and 134 
knapsack sprayers were distributed 
to 48 farmers groups the low-
income municipalities in Masbate, 
Sorsogon and Catanduanes.

 Meanwhile, a total of 
14,560 heads free-ranged 
chicken and 3,205 mallard ducks 
were distributed to farmers 
affected by the ASF but did not 
qualify for indemnification  and 
other groups or associations 
which requested for these.
 As promised, the DA Bicol 

fast tracked the payment of 
indemnification to hog raisers in 
areas infected with the African 
Swine Fever who surrendered 
their pigs for depopulation as a 
control measure to arrest the spread 
of the disease. Cash payment 
amounting to Php 44 million was 
given as indemnification to 1,684 
backyard hog raisers for a total 
of 12, 437 heads of depopulated 
swine affected by the ASF.

     Even during the implementation 
of the General Community 
Quarantine, the DA regional 
office and its outreach stations in 
the provinces did not suspend its 
office operations. While instituting 
measures and observing health 
and safety protocols, skeleton 
workforce was maintained in 
the office and work from home 
schemes were adopted to ensure 
unhampered delivery of services 
to the Bicolano and non-Bicolano 
clients.
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TABACO CITY, ALBAY—It 
was a sunny Monday morning 
and farmers Merlyn Buseo 
and Edgardo Bonayon were 
beaming with happiness as they 
pile their harvest of squash, 
ampalaya, sayote, repolyo, 
cucumber, eggplant and winged 
beans.
 “Dai ko mati an 
kamunduan kan problema 
kan kuru-CoViD na ‘yan ta 
maogmahon ako sa proyekto 
kan Department of Agriculture 
na babakalon an sakuyang 
pinagalan na tama sa presyo. 
Tipid pa sa transportasyon!” 
exclaimed Buseo.
 Their produce was bought 
by DA Bicol through the Albay 
Research Development Center 
Superintendent Jania Elatico 
to be sold that same day during 
the launching of  “Kadiwa ni 
Ani at Kita On Wheels” in the 
province of Albay.
 Kadiwa started rolling and 
sold rice, assorted vegetables 
and fresh fish from farmers and 
fishermen at reasonably low 
prices at the entrance of the 
ARDC.
 Elatico said that through 
this mobile store, the goods 
were sold cheaper because of 
the absence of middlemen.  The 
saving they derived from the 
cheaper price   can be used to 
buy more.

KADIWA stores start rolling in Albay 

Tabaco which   directly  buys 
the products of farmers and 
fisherfolks of the city. They will 
be assisted by the Solo Parent 
Organization who will provide  
store outlets in the 24 barangays 
with products from the upland 
barangays of the city.
 The two Kadiwa stores in 
Barangay San Lorenzo  cater 
to the farmers, fisherfolks 
and consumers from the 
municipalities of Malilipot 
and Bacacay while the store 
in barangay Pawa is for the 
municipalities of Malinao and 
Tiwi.
 A resident of the area 
related that, “dakulang tabang 

ining Kadiwa digdi sa barangay 
mi dahil bako lang sa barato na, 
dai na kami makikisuksukan sa 

 She also related that 
Kadiwa store is done in 
coordination with the LGU 

merkado para makabakal nin 
gulay asin sira..”
 
 Under the project, farmers 
are allowed to sell rice, 

fruits, vegetables, and other 
agricultural products without 
negotiating with middlemen. 
They will sell produce 
directly to the Department of 
Agriculture.
 
 The Kadiwa project has 
been rolling in other parts of the 
region. During the marketing 
activity, the facilitators 
emphasized the importance 
of social distancing, proper 
hand sanitation and wearing of 
masks as part of the Enhanced 
Community Quarantine
protocols.
 
“Dakulaon an natipid mi asin 
nawara su kahaditan mi kun 
saen mi ipapabakal an mga 
gulayon mi dahil sa proyektong 
ini kan DA. Dios mabalos po 
marhay.” Bonayon said. 

                 (Jayson M. Gonzales)

Farming communities...    (from page 5)

are the Conservation Farming 
Communities (CFCs) in the two 
watersheds of MNWD: the 317 
hectares Anayan-Rumangrap 
Watershed at Barangay Curry/
Del Rosario, Pili, Camarines 
Sur and the 356 hectares 
Kalinisan-Nabuntulan 
Watershed at Barangay 
Panicuason, Naga City. 

 The project will also support 
the development of the MNWD 
Septage Treatment Facility 
Farm Tourism Center (STFFTC) 
located at Sitio Caromatig, Bgy. 
Carolina, Naga City as training 
center and demo farm for 
natural organic farming.

  The MNWD, as the over-
all incharge in coordination 
and negotiation with concerned 
agencies, is also responsible in 
the selection of the cooperators 
of this project as well as in the 
identification of project sites.
  
 For its part, the DA Bicol 
will provide high value crop 
seeds and seedlings of fruit 
bearing trees and other planting 
materials, conduct trainings on 
farm production and facilitate 
market matching as part of DA’s 
Food Sufficiency Program. 

It will also provide other support 
such as farm equipment and 

rural infrastructures, technical 
assistance in the establishment 
of demo farm at STFFTC, and 
conduct pathogen test to ensure 
that organic soil materials 
coming from the STF are free 
from harmful bacteria.
  
 Other partners of the 
MNWD in this project are 
the Office of Camarines Sur 
3rdDistrict Representative 
Hon. Gabriel H. Bordado, 
Jr.;  Department of Science 
and Technology Center of 
Camarines Sur; and Central 
Bicol University of Agriculture 
(CBSUA). 

 The MOA signing was held 
at the DA Regional Office on 
June 4, 2020. 
The MNWD was represented by 
General Manager Engr. Virgilio 
B. Luansing I. 

   
   Meanwhile, Patrocinio N. 
Felizmenio, Provincial S&T 
Director signed the MOA in 
behalf of the DOST. 

                    
                   (Lovella P. Guarin)
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DA Bicol celebrates Farmers and Fisherfolk’s Month, 
distributes P52M worth of interventions

which was highlighted by this 
pandemic. 
“Our survival during this 
pandemic depends on 
food availability in our 
community.” Director Tornilla 
also lauded the national 
Gawad Saka awardees whose 
exemplary performance served 
as inspiration to their fellow 
farmers.  “Nagpapasalamat 
po kami sa mga Gawad Saka 
awardees dahil patuloy kayong 
nagsisilbing idolo ng mga 
magsasaka na malaking tulong 
upang maipakita ang mga 
makabagong teknolohiya at 
Good Agricultural Practices na 
makakatulong upang maging 
sapat ang ating pagkain.”
 In her speech, Rebecca 
Purisima cited the numerous 

SAN AGUSTIN, PILI, 
CAMARINES SUR–As a 
culminating activity of the 
Farmers and Fisherfolk’s 
Month celebration this month 
of May, the Department of 
Agriculture in Bicol staged 
four-in-one activities which 
were livestreamed at the 
Agriculture Bicol social media 
account on May 26, 2020. The 
regional office also honored  
the 4 National Gawad Saka 
Awardees last year  and turned 
over P52M worth of farm 
inputs and machineries to eight 
farmer groups.
 The simple celebration 
kicked off with the launching of 
the Plant, Plant, Plant Program 
which officially opens its 
Urban Agriculture model at the 
rooftop of the two-storey DA 
Bicol administrative building. 
This aims to showcase various 
designs/technology in urban 
agriculture in response to Plant, 
Plant, Plant Program. The 
project includes production 
of different kinds of lowland 
vegetables, other high value 
crops and poultry to improve 
food security.
 Although  three of the 
four Bicol’s  National Gawad 
Saka Awardees were not able 
to  make it to the occasion due 
to time and  travel constraints, 
an Audio Video Presentation of 

their farm and accomplishments 
were shown. Bayani and 
Rebecca Purisima, the National 
Gawad  Saka Outstanding 
Farm  Family from Tigaon, 
Camarines  were present 
and  received  their plaque,  a 
cash award,  and vegetable 
production  package  and   gave 
the response for and in behalf 
of the other awardees.  All the 
awardees  who previously  were 
already  given their cash awards 
by the regional office will also 
receive the same awards and 
production  package.

 The four awardees of 
2019 Gawad Saka National 

awards were:  
Mr. and Mrs. Bayani 

Purisima and family of 
Tigaon, Camarines Sur- 

Outstanding Farm Family; 
Nomer C. Mortega of 

Magallanes, Sorsogon- 
Outstanding Young Farmer; 
HML Foods Corporation of 
Daraga, Albay- Outstanding 
Agricultural Entrepreneur; 

and the City Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resource 

Management Council of 
Masbate City   

as Outstanding CFARMC.
 
 DA Bicol Regional 
Executive Director Rodel 
P. Tornilla in his message, 

underscored the vital role of 
the farmers and fisherfolks in 
the lives of the Filipino people, 

problems they encountered 
amid this pandemic. “Subalit, 
nagpapasalamat pa rin ako sa 
DA Bicol dahil nandyan sila 
naka-alalay sa amin. Hiling ko 
lang ay sana matapos na ang 
pandemic na ito dahil apektado 
din kaming mga magsasaka,” 
she added.
 The audience and online 
viewers were also treated to 
a virtual tour of the different 
production areas inside the 
76-hectare DA Regional 
Office which showcased wide 
expanse of rice plantation 
for seed purposes and buffer 
stocking, organic agriculture, 
high value crops plantation, 
native chicken, native pigs  and 
livestock production.
 The DA Bicol High Value 
Crops Development Program 
(HVCDP) turned over to 
cooperatives and associations 
the following interventions: 
1 unit Multi-Cultivator worth 
P395,000.00 to the Planza 
High Value Crops Planters 
Association of San Fernando, 
Camarines Sur; 1 unit Pump 
Irrigation System for Open 
Source (PISOS) to the Pecuaria 
Vegetable Growers Association. 
The MAF Cooperative was 
also supported for its urban 
gardening and received 
assorted vegetable seeds, 

(next page please)



April - June 2020 11  UMAsenso

assistance because their dairy 
animals will have food since 
their pastures were affected by 
the hot weather condition in 
their area.
 The DA said that corn 
silage is a good alternative when 
there are no fresh grass and 
especially during the summer 
and rainy months which pose a 
challenge for livestock raisers.
 
 According to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Research (BAR), 
silage is a fermented, high-
moisture feed derived from 
various crops stored in silos 
or airtight plastic containers. 
Using the corn stalks that are 
70 to 85 days old, it is packed 
in polyethylene bags with the 
air vacuumed out. The silage 
can be used for feed after two- 
three weeks of fermentation. 
Corn silage has low protein and 
high carbohydrate contents as 
compared to low carbohydrate 

and high protein content of 
grass. It is safe and good as 
animal feed because of its 
grain and fiber contents. It 
contributes to the increase in 
the production of milk of goats, 
cows and carabaos.
 DA-Bicol Regional 
Executive Director Rodel P. 
Tornilla said that with corn 
silage, livestock raisers can 
increase their livestock animals 
because of its affordability and 
availability.
 
 Elvira concluded that 
“PAC shares the same vision 
with the government for the 
livestock sector, and this can 
only be done through inclusive 
sustainable rural development 
projects that will provide 
decent income to our farmers 
that create industries that 
provide impetus for economic 
development.” 

(from page 7)Corn silage production... 

DA Bicol honors the Purisima 
family, 2019 Gawad Saka national 
outstanding Farm Family during 
the simple celebration of the 
Farmers and Fisherfolk’s Month 
on May 26, 2020. Mr. Bayani and 
Mrs. Rebecca Purisima together 
with daughter Arianne and 
Tigaon Municipal Agriculturist 
Lea Beltran received the cash 
award, certificate, vegetable 
seeds and garden tools from 
DA RFO 5 Regional Executive 
Director Rodel P. Tornilla. Also in 
photo are RTD Edgar R. Madrid 
(right); RTD Luz R. Marcelino 
(2nd from right); and Gawad Saka 
Regional Coordinator Aloha Gigi. 
I . Bañaria.

2 sets garden tools, 20 pcs. 
seedlings trays, 1 unit wheel 
barrow, 1 unit HDPE pipes 
and polyethylene bags. The 
565 Engineers’ Construction 
Batallion received assorted 
vegetable seeds, 3 sets garden 
tools, 30 pcs. seedling trays and 
2 bags organic fertilizers for 

F2019 Gawad Saka National Outstanding Farm Family

their Gulayan sa Kampo.
 The DA Bicol Rice 
Program under Rice Resiliency 
Project turned over  3,303 
bags of hybrid palay seeds and 
25,105 bags urea fertilizers 
amounting to P41.6M to the 
LGU of Minalabac, Camarines 
Sur. Meanwhile, the Baliuag 
Viejo Farmers Association also 
in Minalabac received 40 bags 
hybrid palay seeds and 120 
bags urea.
 
 The Corn Program 
turned over 1 unit mobile 
dryer worth P3.5M to the 
Kilomaon Integrated Farmers’ 
Association in Sagnay, Cam 
Sur. The Tuburan United 
Farmers Association in 

Cawayan, Masbate received 
1 unit 4-Wheel Drive Tractor 
worth P3.5M and 1 unit hauling 
truck worth P2M. The San Jose 
Salogon Farmers Association 
in San Jose, CamSur received 
20 bags urea and 30 bags 
complete fertilizer also from 
Corn Program. The Minalabac 

Rice-Corn Farmers Association 
received 60 bags urea fertilizer 
and 60 bags complete fertilizer.
 Present during the occasion 
were RTD for Operations 
Luz R. Marcelino, RTD for 
Research and Regulations 
Edgar R. Madrid and chiefs 
of different divisions of DA 
Bicol and Tigaon Municipal 
Agriculturist Leah Beltran.
 Farmers and Fisherfolk’s 
Month is celebrated  every 
May as a tribute to the farmers 
and fishers who produce our 
food. This year’s theme is 
“Pagpupugay sa Magsasaka at 
Mangingisda Natin, tungo sa 
Sapat na Pagkain.” 

                  (Lovella P. Guarin)
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 Some years back, corn 
production in the town of 
Calabanga was only the sixth 
choice among local farmers 
after upland rice, coconut, 
coffee, abaca and rootcrops. 
It was usually planted as an 
intercrop with upland rice 
or even rootcrops especially 
by farmers who are rearing 
livestock or pigs or chicken 
as the corn is a major animal 
feed ingredient.
 
 
 Today, corn production 
is a flourishing industry in 
the municipality. In fact 
Calabanga has earned the 
distinction of being the 
biggest corn producer in 
terms of area not only in 
Camarines Sur province 
but in the entire region. 
From a measly 276 hectares 
cultivated by a handful of 
farmers in 2000 it has now 
a total physical area of 
3,447 hectares planted to 
hybrid yellow corn with an 
estimated 6,894 hectares 
effective area considering 
that corn production has two 
croppings. There are 1,580 
farmers in the municipality 

adoption of improved 
technologies and practices, 
the clustering approach 
and the availability of 
financing and market 
offered by traders were 
also major factors which 
contributed to the upscaling 
of the corn industry in the 
municipality and which 
merited its winning the 
prestigious National Quality 
Corn Achievers  Award as 
one of the Outstanding 
Municipalities with a cash 

engaged in yellow corn 
production.
 
Mayor Eduardo A. Severo 
attributes this steady growth 
of the corn industry in their 
municipality to several 
factors among which are: 
sustained good price of 
corn over the past years; 
introduction of new hybrid 
corn varieties with high yield 
potential. 

He added that “the 
provision of farm equipment 
and post-harvest facilities 
like corn shellers, flatbed 
dryers, solar dryers, tractors 
and warehouses by the 
Department of Agriculture 
and PhilMech was a big 
help as it reduces spoilage 
and losses. Moreover, the 
opening and construction 
of new roads in the upland 
and hinterland barangays 
was also one of the growth 
drivers to the corn industry.” 
the mayor rationalizes.
 
 Municipal Agriculturist 
Gil Gabriel H. Bordado III 
(who recently retired) also 
explained that the farmers 

economies of scale and 
empower corn farmers

prize of P1M for three 
consecutive years and 
thereafter elevated to 
the Hall of Fame with the 
corresponding P2M cash 
grant. Bordado and the 
three corn technicians 
Joshua Ipo, Ryan Calatraba 
and Eng. Carlos Azanes 
in the municipality 
were similarly conferred 
national recognition and 
cash awards for their 
significant contribution to 
the development of the 
corn industry as extension 
workers in their municipality.
 
“The clustering strategy 
for the corn areas has 
brought about the 
economies of scale,” says 
Lorenzo Alvina, the DA 
regional corn program 
coordinator. He explains 
that a corn cluster should 
have at least 200 hectares 
contiguously located, with 
an organized and registered 
farmers’ organization with a 
complete set of officers. 
Each cluster should have a 
development plan but in a 
municipality like Calabanga 
that has multiple clusters 
a municipal development 
plan or road map should be 
formulated or adopted by 
the LGU.
 
 At present, there are 
16 operational corn cluster 

Feature

Clustering
brings about

by Emily B. Bordado

Mayor Eduardo A. Severo holds the trophy and the P2M cash award they 
received as National Quality Corn Achiever (for 3 consecutive years thus 
elevated to Hall of Fame). With him are Municipal Agriculturist Gil Gabriel H. 
Bordado III, Agri. Technicians Joshua Ipo, Ryan Calatrava and Eng. Carlo Azanes 
who were also awardees.
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organizations in Calabanga. 
These clusters are registered 
with the Department of 
Labor and Employment 
and accredited by the 
Sangguniang Bayan.
 Renante Ferraris, 
chairperson of the 
Comaguingking Farmers 
Association which is also 
among the very active corn 
clusters in the municipality 
cites the advantages of 
having an organization and 
a cluster: “Dahil kami ay 
grupo at organisado pag 
ani namin ng mais may 
volume of production kami 
kaya as a group madali 
namin itong maibebenta”.
 
 The group of Mr. Ferraris 
which has 60 members 
became a recipient of 
DA’s interventions such 
as mechanical corn dryer 
with 6 tons capacity, a 
mechanical corn sheller and 
7 units knapsack sprayers 
and corn seeds. This year, 
they received 19 bags of 
corn seeds. The knapsack 
sprayers are being rented by 
the association at P20/day.
 While some clusters 
have established their own 
marketing agreement with 
local existing buyers some of 
them are also being assisted 
by DA’s Agribusiness and 
Marketing Assistance 
Division (AMAD) in assisting 
farmers in forging marketing 
agreement with potential 
buyers. The current price 
range of dried corn is P13 to 
P14 per kilo. There was time 
when it even spiked to P17 
per kilo.
 
 Most of the corn 
farmers in the area are 
using fertilizers either pure 
commercial or a combination 
of commercial fertilizer and 
organic. Chicken manure 
which is abundant in the 
municipality as there are a 
number of poultry farms 
operating in the locality 
is being used as organic 
fertilizer. At 5 metric tons per 
hectare yield a farmer will 

gain P31,195 per hectare, 
while attaining 8 metric 
tons/ha yield will result 
to a P75,958 per hectare 
net income per cropping.
 
Barangay council member 
and chair of the agriculture 
committee, Kagawad 
Nicolas Palma noted that 
farmers used to be at the 
mercy of businessmen: 
“Pugol kan mga negosyante 

ang mga paraoma. Pero 
ngonian na organisado 
sinda, napoproteksiyunan 
ang interes ninda.”
 
 As the corn area in their 
barangay is expanding and 
their production is increasing 
they need more drying 
facilities. Their mechanical 
corn sheller is in need of 
repair and their mechanical 
dryer has to be checked 
by the supplier for some 
adjustment for it to function 
and perform optimally. 
The association has also 
requested assistance from 
the LGU for canopy awning 
to be attached around the 

building structure which 
houses the mechanical 
dryer. Said structure has 
only roofing and posts 
without solid walls but only 
metal screen, thus the dryer 
is exposed to rain.
 
 The officers have also 
seen the need for them to 
have a multipurpose drying 
pavement and Eduardo 
Llado, the vice chair 

disclosed that his son–in 
law is offering to donate an 
additional area just beside 
the mechanical dryer where 
the drying pavement could 
be constructed. Another 
vital infrastructure that the 
cluster needs is a warehouse 
where they can store their 
corn especially on rainy 
days. They are preparing a 
resolution which they intend 
to forward to the LGU and 
the DA or other agencies for 
possible assistance.
 
 Concreting of the 
barangay road leading to 
the higher and hinterland 
areas of the barangay is 

on-going which is welcome 
development for the corn 
farmers and the residents 
as this will facilitate easy 
and fast transport of their 
produce, improve mobility 
and open more economic 
opportunities.
 “Ito ang maganda 
pag organisado kaming 
mga magsasaka, pag may 
problema napaguusapan 
at madaling maresolba o 
magawan ng solusyon.”, 
says Chairman Ferraris.
 
     Agriculture Secretary 
William Dar is aggressively 
pushing for the clustering 
and consolidation of 
farmlands as one of the 
strategies to level up 
Philippine agriculture. He 
noted that it will be easier 
and more cost efficient and 
effective for the DA with 
organized farmers through 
farmers cooperatives and 
association than individual 
farmers “as we provide them 
appropriate training and 
cutting-edge technologies, 
including farm inputs 
like seeds and fertilizers, 
and farm equipment and 
machinery”.
 The agriculture chief 
explained that clustered 
and consolidated farms will 
be offered incentives on 
top of the regular technical 
and marketing assistance. 
“Incentives will come in the 
form of farm machinery, 
such as tractors, harvesters, 
mechanical dryers and 
processing equipment and 
related infrastructure.” He 
said.
 
 The old adage which 
says: “if you wish to make 
an impact for only one year, 
plant corn” has been proven 
wrong and dispelled by the 
corn farmers of Calabanga 
as they have been planting 
corn for two decades now 
and they continue to earn 
and reap the benefits as the 
industry continue to thrive 
and even upscale to higher 
level.

Feature

Officers & members of the corn cluster
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MAGARAO, CAMARINES SUR-While many 
businesses suffered huge losses from this novel 
coronavirus pandemic, the rice milling enterprise 
of one of the recipients of the Department of 
Agriculture’s Rice Processing Centers (RPCs) is 
flourishing. 
The rice milling facility in barangay Casuray 
which is equipped with RPC 1, RPC 2, two flatbed 
dryers and MPDP is owned by the Magarao Multi-
purpose Cooperative (MMPC) which has 542 
members. Some 176 members are rice farmers 
cultivating an average of 1 hectare area with a 
total aggregate area of 354 hectares.
 Elmer C. Basbas, Manager of the coop said 
that the coop has been into palay milling and 
trading since the RPC 2 has been awarded to 
them in 2015. 
 During the onset of the pandemic in the 
first quarter of 2020, there was a surge of 
orders for well milled rice coming from the Local 
Government Units for their relief asssistance 
to their constituents during the Enhanced 
Community Quarantine (ECQ). In fact, these 
LGUs purchased a total of 1,880 bags amounting 
to P2,816,250.00 from the Magarao MPC in the 
months of March and April 2020. 
 The LGU Magarao purchased 1,495 bags 
and LGU Calabanga procured 200 bags from 
the coop. The barangay Council of San Juan, 
Magarao bought 40 bags; Bgy. San Isidro–100 
bags; Barangay Bell- 40 bags.
 The coop also supplied quality but low 
priced rice for the beneficiaries of 4Ps in Magarao 
and some barangays in Naga City. 
It was fortunate that the ECQ coincided with the 
peak of palay harvest season. Harvesting was 
easier with the use of the coop’s rice combine 
harvester (DC 60) and with farm consolidation.
 Municipal Agriculturist Anicia Mancita said 
that in 2018, the LGU clustered most of the 1,944 
hectares irrigated and rainfed areas into 5 major 
rice clusters namely: Centro-Magarao Irrigators 
Association (IA); Sta. Lucia Farmers Association; 
Golden Bell Farmers Association; Sta Rosa IA; 

and Franc Bel-Cas IA. These clusters consisted 
of at least 10 hectares of contiguous rice lands. 
The Magarao MPC was included in the Centro-
Magarao IA cluster.
 These rice clusters benefitted from trainings, 
equipment and farm machineries both from LGU 
and DA regional office. 
Through farm clustering or consolidation, more 
parcels of rice areas were reached by irrigation 
water. As a result, land owners rarely sell their 
land but instead cultivate them or expand their 
rice production areas. Crop productivity is also 
improved with the application of synchronous 
planting and use of high yielding varieties and 
good agricultural practices. The 4 wheel drive 

tractor and combine harvester of the coop do 
not have to travel to numerous and distant rice 
areas. Picking up of harvested palay was also 
very easy on the part of the coop as the rice 
areas are adjacent.
 In their 2019 report to the Cooperative 
Development Authority, Manager Basbas cited 
that the coop purchased 19,986 bags of fresh 
palay from the farmer members amounting to 
P16,127,349. They also bought 115 bags of 
dried palay which amounted to P104,223.40. It 
also milled a total of 22,760 bags; 6,200 of which 
were under contract with NFA.
From January to May 2020, the coop purchased 
10,569 bags of fresh palay at prices which are 

higher than the prevailing price in the locality. 
Presently, the coop buys fresh palay at P15.20 
per kilo. 
 Due to restrictions on mobility caused by 
the pandemic, farmer members need not go to 
the coop’s milling area as the coop’s hauling 
trucks pick up the harvested palay at the farmer’s 
field. It also provides the sacks equivalent to the 
number of bags of palay harvested.
 A total of 13,356 bags of palay, including 
5,000 bags from NFA, were milled from January 
to May 2020. Their milling operation which used 
to last until 9:00PM was shortened to 8:00AM to 
7:00PM due to the curfew in the area.
A tangible evidence of their booming milling 
business is the mountain of rice hulls that are 
piled at the back of the Rice Processing Center 
building. These rice hulls are being packed in 
sacks and sold at private compradas at P2.50/
kilo. 
 The other income earner for the coop are 
the Rice Combine Harvester (DC 60) which gave 
the coop an income of P295,167.18 in 2019 as 
harvester sharing is in kind (for every 11 bags 
harvested 10 bags go to the farmer and 1 bag for 
the coop combine harvester). The Mini 4 wheel 
drive tractor (L3608) earned P310,478.36 also in 
2019.
 Another enterprise of the coop is palay 
drying using the three flatbed dryers, a wide 
multi-purpose drying pavement and 3 units 
recirculating dryers. A total of 19,840 bags of 
fresh palay were dried in 2019 which gave the 
coop P15,617.00 earnings.

As of November 2019, the Magarao MPC has an 
asset of P47.1M. 
 The coop, through the Coop Board headed 
by Chairman Romeo U. Boñaga, together with 
the management, is crafting policies that are 
attuned to the times to ensure the welfare of its 
members and the cooperative as a whole. 
They are happy that at this pandemic time, they 
have been “frontliners” in food production.
 As the coop’s rice trading business 
flourishes, its success also trickled down to its 
members who are the priority in the services of 
the coop’s production loans and other benefits, 
farm machineries and postharvest facilities. 
These are indeed great strides in delivering 
inclusive growth in the countryside. 

Rice Processing Center II

Rice processing complex of the 
Magarao Multi-purpose Coop 
located in Bgy. Casuray, Magarao, 
Camarines Sur

Palay trading in CamSur
booms during COVID-19 pandemic

by Lovella P. Guarin

Elmer C. Basbas,  
Manager

Magarao Multi-purpose Coop.

Feature
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1,122 members from 18 barangays 
which covers an aggregate rice 
area of 650 hectares. Moreover, he 
is also the secretary general of the 
Provincial Irrigator’s Association 
Federation. With this position and 
responsibility he has to think not only 
of himself but also the welfare of his 
members.   He has to work closely with 
the National Irrigation Administration 
to ensure that irrigation water is 
available and efficiently distributed 
at the right time. He reasons out  that 
while water is vital to rice production 

CALABANGA, CAMARINES SUR-There was a 
point in his life when Pablo Perez of Barangay 
Paolbo of this municipality was at a crossroad. 
He was unsure what he wants to pursue in life. 
Finally, he took up Marine Engineering and set 
his sail to travel around the world while earning 
as a seafarer. He was once worked as one of 
the crew in a local inter-island vessel plying the 
Zamboanga-Manila route. But when he decided 
to have his own family he realized that being 
always away from the family is not a convenient 
set up. Also an opportunity presented itself-
an uncle who migrated to the US entrusted to 
him a 3-hectare rice farm on condition that he 
only give a regular share from every harvest or 
ariendo which is a verbal lease agreement. It 
was then that Pablo decided to change course-
from being a seafarer to a farmer. As he grew 
up in farming family he did not have difficulty 
learning the basic and the ropes in farming. He 
was also a fast learner as he quickly absorbed 
and practiced what he learned from trainings 
he attended given by the DA and the National 
Irrigation Administration as he became a member 
of the Irrigator’s Association in their area. 

 He used to harvest only 260 to 270 cavans 
from the 3–hectare rice farm he was tilling or an 
average of 90 cavans per hectare in Barangay 
San Roque of this town. But in 2015, he started 
using certified and hybrid palay seeds as he 
learned about potential of increasing the yield by 
15% to 20%. His first try in using hybrid palay 
seed was very encouraging as he obtained a 
yield of over 300 cavans from the 3-hectare farm. 
Henceforth, he has been using a hybrid palay 
seeds. This cropping season he harvested 382 
cavans from the 3-hectare farm. But there was a 
time when he harvested more than 500 cavans.
 He uses the recommended fertilizer rate 
and applies the improved technologies and 
best practices he has learned from numerous 
trainings he has attended as seed grower 
and appointed Local Farmer Technician and 
officer of the irrigator’s association in their area.
“Salamat sa DA, sa mga pigtao samong 
hybrid and certified na  mga banhi asin mga 
bagong teknolohiya asin mga kagamitan 

nagtaas ang samong ani. Siyempre dagdag 
man yan na income para samo” Perez related. 
Aside from rice farming, he is also into corn 
farming at the upland barangay Paolbo where 
he and his family resides. While most of the 
farmers in the area are planting yellow corn, 
he opted to plant glutinous white corn in his .75 
hectare area because most of their neighbors 
there are engaged in buying and selling white 
corn which are boiled and brought daily to Naga 
City where these are very much in demand. 

 He had been DA’s active partner in 
promoting new technologies and improved 
agricultural practices as he readily offers 
his farm as testing or Techno demo site. 
He was thus, appointed as one of the Local 
Farmer Technicians for over 5 years now.
 He is 49 years old but looks even younger 
than his age. He is more popularly known in his 
town by his monicker “kambal” as he has a twin 
brother who chose to settle in Metro Manila. 
Although Pablo is receptive to new technologies 
and ideas he is imbued with a critical mind, a 
trait he developed when he took up some units 
in Political Science back in college. He does 
not just accept things hook line and sinker.   For 
example he carefully weighed things first before 
he used hybrid seeds. He mused that  although 
hybrid seeds can produce 15% to 20% yield 
than ordinary seeds they cost more and hybrid 
seeds are good only for one use, they cannot be 
saved for use in the next cropping. With his basic 
background in Accountancy, he calculates the cost 
and the Return on Investment. He was convinced 
that it was worth investing in hybrid rice seeds.
 
 Morever, he keenly observes which among 
the hybrid is best used or most adopted to dry 
season and wet season and which of these 
are susceptible to disease like bacterial leaf 
blight. He does not merely rely on the media  
hype of the seed companies and the spiel and 
pitch made by its salesmen or representatives  
but make his own judgement based on his 
actual observation and experience.  
 Currently, he is the president of the 
Calabanga Division A Irrigator’s Association with 

(next page please)

without the improved technology and quality 
seeds their production will not improve.
“Kahit may patubig kami kung wala naman 
kaming mga kaalaman sa bagong teknolohiya at 
iba pang mga gamit at production inputs, hindi rin 
kami aasensong mga magsasaka”, he explains.

 But more than that he has to think of ways 
to help uplift his fellow farmers. Through his  
initiative, his group was able to request funds 
from the DA Bicol for the construction of a Multi-
Purpose Drying Pavement. This 420 sq. meter 
MPDP can dry 80 to 100 cavans of palay per day 
and is a big help to their members who used to dry 
their palay on or along the road. With MPDP, their 
post-harvest losses has decreased. Through his 
representation and close coordination with the 
DA, he was able to acquire one thresher, 2 flatbed 
dryers, a palay shed and a seed cleaner for his 
group. From the tresher, their association gets 
an average of 3 bags per hectare. In partnership 
with Hinagyangan-Inarihan Farmers Irrigators 
Association-also in the same municipality they 
also became a recipient of a Rice Processing 
Complex which they set up in another barangay.

This Seafarer changed course 
and became a successful farmer

by Emily B. Bordado

Feature Feature
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 “Madaling kausapin at approachable and 
mga taga DA sa local at sa region. Lalung-laluo 
na si Dir. Rodel Tornilla. Nung report officer 
pa sya at maging nung RTD na sya laging 
kinukunsulta  nya kami kung ilan kaya naming 
target sa rice production sa aming area at kung 
ano ang kailangan namin. Ngayong RED na 
sya hindi kami nag-aalangan lumapit sa kanya 
kasi mabilis siya umaksiyon at hindi nagbago 
pakikitungo nya sa amin,” Pablo enthuses.
 His group was also offered by the DA to 
avail of the combine thresher harvester which 
could have generated some income for their 
associations from the rental fees they could 
charge but he thought of the many farm workers 
in particular those who do the transplanting 
and harvesting in their area and neighboring 
barangays who will be disadvantaged and 
dispalced. It is a common practice in the locality 
that those farm workers who were engaged to 
do the transplanting shall be also be the ones to 
harvest.
“Lalo na ngayon na nasa gitna tayo ng 
krisis kawawa naman yung mga mag aani 
kung  wala silang partisipasyon sa pag 
aani kung gumagamit na kami ng makina–
ng combine harvester”, Perez reasons out.
 To provide additional source of income to 
his members, their association has also entered 
into a sub-contract with NIA to undertake the 
repair of irrigation canals. They are also part 
of NIA’s Irrigation Management Transfer II 
Project where they have been hired under a 
pakyaw contract to do maintenance work of 
the irrigation canals and distribution of water. 
 He is an influencer of sort as he is often 
consulted by the LGU, the DA, NIA and other 
institutions on issues concerning the farmers  
and local development. Their association has 
served as the mouthpiece of the barangays  
within their sphere of coverage when there are 
concerns and issues that have to be addressed. 
For example their association passed a 
resolution addressed to the LGU requesting 
to have the dirt road leading to the rice farms 
in Taculod, San Roque where the farms of 
most of their members are. Their request was 
granted and a single lane concrete road is now 
a big help to farmers and residents of the area. 
Another road to facilitate access to the rice fields 
they have requested is now to be constructed.
 
 Perhaps destiny had a hand in changing 
the course of his career from being a seafarer 
to being a farmer. But Pablo is happy of what 
he has become, what he has and where he 
is now–in the company of his family-his wife 
who is a teacher and their four kids and his 
fellow farmers who look up to him. He is no 
longer at a crossroad as he accepts and 
embraces his purpose and calling in life. 

by Annielyn L. Baleza

 Bicolano small entrepreneurs offer their 
bare hands, hearts, experiences  and good 
practices in  the service of their  fellowmen  to 
cope with   the looming threat of hunger amid the 
COVID-19 crisis. A number of them are scaling 
up their advocacies and farm production activities 
to contribute in the unified effort to survive and 
overcome the adverse effects of the crisis. 
 
     Delicia’s Farm in Pandan, Catanduanes, a 
farm tourism site accredited by the Department 
of Tourism, shifted to 100 percent food production 
since early March 2020 to contribute to the effort 
of ensuring  the town’s food security. This over five 
hectares  farm  owned and operated by Michael 
Tidon is currently devoted to vegetable, swine, 
chicken, duck and small ruminant production. An 
advocate of sustainable agriculture, Tidon rallied 
the support of the local government unit (LGU) 
and the entire community of Pandan to engage in 
seed distribution, massive planting and backyard 
gardening using surplus seeds from his farm, 
originally reserved for the next cropping season 
as well as seeds provided by the Department of 
Agriculture Bicol High Value Crops Development 
Program through the Catanduanes Hilly Upland 
Development Station (CHUDS). 

Bicol small enterprises 
foster social responsibility

Michael Tidon
Owner of Delicia’s farm in Catanduanes

 In Ligao City, Albay, the JoRoss Farm, a 
Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA)-accredited organic agriculture 
learning site initiated a seed sharing campaign 
on social media using the farm’s surplus seeds 
and those given by the DA through the Albay 
Provincial Agricultural Office (APAO). 

 In support of the agency’s Plant, Plant, 
Plant Program, as of April 27, 2020, JoRoss 
Farm, owned and operated by Jose and Rossini 
Obligacion, distributed about 250 repacked 

petchay, string beans (sitaw), sponge gourd 
(patola), okra, chili (sili), and pole beans seeds 
for 250 families in Ligao City and Bacacay, 
Albay for backyard and container gardening. 
Also, they offered free bottle gourd (upo), tomato 
(kamatis), cucumber (pipino), squash (kalabasa), 
and kangkong seeds and seedlings to more or 
less 80 neighbors, walk-in clients and social 
media followers. Moreover, the Obligacion 
couple share informative and instructional videos 
produced by them to entertain and at the same 
time orient their 1,375 social media followers on 
various agriculture-related topics including the 
advantages of producing organic vegetables 
and animals and the benefits of medicinal and 
culinary herbs. Using a messaging application, 
they also monitor their beneficiaries’ progress. 
 “That thing, na-empower namin sila, na-
encourage namin sila na kaya kami na-inspire 
kasi niyakap namin yung programa ng gobyerno 
kasi nakakatulong pala yun… Yung simpleng 
buto lang ang nabigyan ka, pag tinanim mo, 
sobra-sobra yung output,” Jose Obligacion said 
in a phone interview.
 
 In Sto. Domingo, Albay, Alberto’s Farm, 
owned and operated by Alberto Borras, also 
engaged in massive vegetable planting to 
contribute to his community’s food security. He 
generated jobs by employing 10 laborers in his 
farm for the said purpose. With the help of his 
daughter Nizel, a government employee, Borras 
sells his produce at a lower price to support 
online resellers and traders in Legazpi City.

“Madaming 
nagtatanong kung 
bakit masyadong 
mababa ang 
presyo namin, yun 
kasi ang kabilin-
bilinan ko sa mga 
anak ko—mas 
mababang presyo 
para abot-kaya. 
Kasi walang pera 
ang mga tao at 
para na din makaya 
ng mga reseller na 
ibenta din sa mas 

reasonable price. Yun na lang din tulong namin,” 
Borras said in a phone interview. 
 

(next page please)

Amidst COVID-19 Pandemic....
This Seafarer... (from page 15)
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 At these trying times, the call for 
volunteerism is loud and strong not only for 
medical or military frontliners but even ordinary 
citizens who are willing to share their time, 
knowledge, skills, resources and even their 
posts in social media accounts. 

 In Albay, there is a group of young people 
who were already active in community service 
even before the COVID-19 pandemic.
These groups already played a major role 
in boosting community involvement through 
agriculture because they were equipped with 
trainings from farm technologies to developing 
their leadership skills.
 
 That is why, with the COVID-19 pandemic 
hitting the whole world hard, these youngsters 
are taking the challenge and doing their own way  
to be of help to their community.
 
 Groomed to be productive and responsible 
citizens, the 4H Club of Polangui led by youth 
leaders Gilbert Bolima, Jayel Sarcia, Lea Buere 
and Angie Largo volunteered to assist their 
barangays and municipality in any way they can.
 Seeing the lack of manpower in the 
frontlines, Sarcia became part of their 
barangay frontliners and manned the barangay 
checkpoints. He shared that as a volunteer, he 
realized the significance of community effort.
 
 On the other hand, Bolima and Buere 
assisted their municipal government in repacking 
and distributing relief goods to the 44 barangays. 
Buere said that this experience gave her the 
opportunity to experience real challenges and 
make meaningful contribution to the society.
Largo and fellow members of the 4H Club of 
Sta. Teresita prepared disinfecting solutions and 
printed COVID-19 advisories which they have 
distributed to their community.
 
 True to the principles of the 4-H  Club, 
these youth are using their Heads, Heart, Hands 
and  Health  to do their share  in helping their 
families and their communities cope and deal 

Bicol small enterprises 
foster social responsibility

 
 In Gubat, Sorsogon, Tata Celso Farm is 
intensifying its advocacy on Integrated and 
Diversified Organic Farming (IDOF) through 
the “Quarantanim” campaign, which uses social 
media in encouraging the community to engage 
in urban and rooftop container gardening. The 
three-hectare Tata Celso Farm is also into 
organic fertilizer production, vermiculture, bee-
keeping, composting, and rabbitry. 
In addition, farm owner and operator Celso 
Espinola supports 114 members of the Gubat 
Organic Advocate and Practitioners Organization 
(GOAPO), Bagacay Cabungahan Farmers 
Association (BACFA), and Gubat Young Farmers 
Association (GYFA) in adopting IDOF practices. 
 
 “Nakikita nila kung papaano ako mag 
harvest, sa gayon naeengganyo rin sila kung 
paano gawin at nagpapaturo sila sa akin. Ang 
iba naman, bumibili sa akin ngayon ng garden 
soil para magtanim sila tapos humihingi ako sa 
DA ng mga seeds, pinapatubo ko, at binibigyan 
ko na lang sila. Advocacy ko po talaga ang 
organic farming, na mapangalagaan ang 

kalikasan tapos ma-sustain lahat yung ating mga 
pangangailangan sa pagkain,” Espinola said in a 
phone interview. 
 
 Pursuant to Presidential Proclamation No. 
33 issued on May 21, 1989, May is declared as 
Farmers and Fisherfolk Month. 

 In a photo release published in Department 
of Agriculture-Philippines’ Facebook account on 
May 1, 2020, Agriculture Secretary William D. 
Dar honored all Filipino farmers and fisherfolk 
saying “Maraming salamat po sa lahat ng 
magsasaka at mangingisdang Pilipino na 
patuloy na nagsusumikap upang maseguro na 
may pagkaing sapat sa lahat ng hapag sa buong 
bansa. Sa panahon ngayon, ramdam namin ang 
inyong sakripisyo bilang mga FRONTLINERS, 
kaya naman, kaisa ninyo ang Department of 
Agriculture sa kampanya tungo sa sapat na 
pagkain. Mabuhay po kayo.”      

Youth clubs in Albay show their dynamism 
through volunteerism

with the COVID-19 threat even under  Enhanced 
Community Quarantine.
 
 Even before the health menace struck 
the country, the members of the 4H clubs were 
already involved in farming particularly in fruit 
and vegetable production in order to have a 
regular source of nutrient-rich foods on their 
table.
 Thus, in this time of Enhanced Community 
Quarantine, their families and communities have 
sources of food.
 According to Bolima who is also the Albay 
Provincial Federation President of the 4H Club, 
the vegetable seeds that they have acquired 
from the Department of Agriculture and the Albay 
Provincial Agriculture Office a planted in their 
community and backyard gardens last year are 
now their food.
 Aside from the vegetable seeds, the  
4H Clubs in Albay were guided by provincial 
coordinator  Grace Teaño and their municipal 
coordinators.
 Bolima then urged his fellow youths to start 
learning how to farm and raise crops just like 
the 4H Clubs of Libon, Ligao City and Jovellar 
whose members are developing their planting 
and animal-raising skills while on ECQ.
 
 Meanwhile, the 4H clubs of Bacacay and 
Legazpi City also volunteered in repacking 
relief goods. They hoped that their simple act of 
repacking can ease the worries of ECQ.
 
 During the distribution of Quarantine Pass, 
Vengie Cabria of 4H Club of Taysan in Legazpi 
said that as part of the barangay group, he was 
motivated how each member of the community 
would walk an extra mile withstanding the risk of 
contracting the virus and heat of the sun.
 
 “Being a 4H club member was one of 
the best decisions I have ever made in my life 
because I was given a chance to be a volunteer 
especially this difficult time. It awakened my 
sense of patriotism and service,” Largo shared.

Amidst COVID-19 Pandemic....

by Jayson M. Gonzales 
with photos from Gilbert Bolima
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Vegetable farmers’ associations
receive multi-cultivator from HVCDP

SAN AGUSTIN, PILI, 
CAMARINES SUR-The High 
Value Crops Development Program 
(HVCDP) of the Depertment 
of Agriculture will provide 
seven units of multi-cultivator 
worth 2.4M to seven vegetable 
fsrmers’ associaiton in Bicol who 
qualified for said intervention. 
The first recipient, Planza High 
value Crops Planters Association 
of San Fernando, Camarines Sur 
was represented by its President, 
Maria M. Paloma who personally 
visited the DA regional office 
to undergo trainning on the
operation and maintenance of the 
equipment. “Maraming salamat 
sa DA, kay Regional Executive 
Director Rodel Tornilla at Doc Mae 
Rodriguez, OIC Chief of Operations 
sa ibinigay ninyong biyaya. May 
magagamit na kami sa pagbubungkal 
ng lupa. Nagpapasalamat din po 
kami sa Municipal Agriculturist 
ng San Fernando, Allan Salvador 
na nag-effort po na mabigyan 
kami nito,” Paloma said. 

 An initial 60 beneficiaries 
of the Special Area for 
Agricultural Development 
(SAAD)  in Sorsogon province, 
received 900 heads native 
chicken on May 7, 2020. Each 
individual beneficiary received 
15 heads of two months old 
native chickens. 
   In Donsol, Sorsogon, 15 
beneficiaries who belong 
to the Indigenous people of 
Agta Cimaron-Tabangnon 
in Barangay Dancalan were 
among the recipients. 
 In Pilar, Sorsogon, 15 
beneficiaries belonging to Bgy. 
Lourdes Farmers’ Association 
received the native chicken. 
In Matnog, Sorsogon, 20 
beneficiaries and 10 from Sta. 
Magdalena were also provided 
with the same intervention. 
Together with the animals are 
chicken housing which are 
being installed at the recipients’ 
areas.
 
     In an interview conducted by 
SAAD Provincial Coordinator 
Mary Rose E. Detera, one of 
the beneficiaries, Leopoldo 
T. Musa, Chieftain of Agta 
Tabangnon tribe in Bgy. 
Dancalan, Donsol, Sorsogon 
expressed his appreciation of 
the SAAD support to his tribe. 

“Malaki po ang pasasalamat 
ng aming tribo sa Department 
of Agriculture lalo na sa 
Special Area for Agricultural 
Development sa magandang 
pangkabuhayang handog nila 

multi-cultivator at the regional nursery 
of DA Bicol located at Diversion 
Road in Pili.
 The members of the Planza HV 
Planters Association, together with 
the staff of the HVCDP and Regional 
Agricultural Engineering Division 
(RAED) took turns in testing the 
equipment.
 With a unit cost of P349,000.00, 
the hand tractor/multi-cultivator is 
powered by 5.4 kw 4 stroke gasoline 
engine with 4 speed forward and 
4 speed reverse. The machine is 
complete with accessories such as 
steel paddle wheels, plot bed maker, 
rotary tilling blades, lugged tires, 
moldboard plow and control handle 
rotary adjustment: 16 positions.
 The other associations that will 
receive the same equipment and 
undergo the same training are the: 
San Ramon Farmers Association in 
Uson, Masbate headed by Salvador 
O. Sanchez; Busac Multi-purpose 
Farmers Association in Ligao 
City, Albay headed by Ricardo 
Carpio; Linao Vegetable Farmers 
Association in Libon, Albay; Bgy. 
Bautista Pineapple and Vegetable 
Growers Association in Labo, 
Camarines Norte headed by Rodolfo 
S. Ramirez; the Nagkasararong 
Magturugang na Paratanum in Bato, 
CamSur headed by Eduardo L. Boto; 
and the Samahan ng Magsasaka 
Kasama ang Manggagawa sa 
Inorogan in Iriga City, CamSur led 
by Claro T. Turiano.
 Dr. Rodriguez said that the 
recipient associations are bound by 
Memorandum of Agreement with the 
DA Bicol to come up with guidelines, 
policy and scheme of operations 
and strategies to ensure optimum 
utilization of the equipment for the 
benefit of the farmers. They are 
also required to submit a utilization 
report every end of harvest season. 

(Lovella P. Guarin)

 The association is cultivating 
approximately 50 hectares of high 
value crops plantation of pakbet 
vegetables (string beans, squash, 
upo, ginger, chili pepper and 
siling tingala) in San Fernando, 
Camarines Sur. They also received 
vegetable seeds earlier in the 
month as they are included in the 
clustering program of the HVCDP. 
 The technical staff of 
the company that supplied the 
equipment conducted a lecture and 
demonstration on the procedure of 
plowing the soil using the handtractor/

SAAD beneficiaries 
receive native chicken 

sa amin sa panahong ito ng 
COVID-19 pandemic. Nakikita 
namin ang magandang 
potensyal na magdudulot ng 
magandang kabuhayan sa 
amin. Makaka-asa po kayo na 
ito ay aming pangangalagaan,” 
added Musa.
 
    Earlier in the first quarter, 
also in Sorsogon, SAAD 
turned over 381 kilograms 
of vegetable seeds, 106 
pieces garden tools, 400 
pieces plastic trays, 50 pieces 
HDPE pipes and 134 pieces 
knapsack sprayers to 25 groups 
composed of 25 members.
 
     A locally-funded program of 
the Department of Agriculture, 
SAAD is DA’s armor in 
poverty reduction in 30 priority 
provinces nationwide. 

   In Bicol, the three provinces 
of Masbate, Catanduanes 
and Sorsogon are included 
with selected beneficiaries 
such as individuals, families/
households and organized 
farmers including DSWD’s 4Ps 
beneficiaries and Indigenous 
Peoples (IPs). 

     To increase food production 
and community enterprises 
among the target communities, 
SAAD is providing appropriate 
technology, production and  
technical support services for 
animals, crops and fisheries. 

                       (Lovella P. Guarin)

Special Area for Agricultural Development



19  UMAsenso

NAGA CITY-Twenty groups 
including 18 barangays, one 
homeowner’s association and 
the City Agriculturist Office 
of this city who will engage in 
an intensified urban gardening 
project received package of 
assistance from the Department 
of Agriculture Bicol amounting 
to about half (P0.5) million 
pesos during a simple turn over 
ceremonies over the week at 
the City hall grounds here.
 This is in line with the Ahon 
Lahat Pagkain Sapat or ALPAS 
Kontra COVID-19 Program 
initiated by Agriculture 
Secretary William D. Dar 
to make food available and 
accessible to every household 
amid the pandemic. This is also 
in consonance with the directive 
of Secretary Dar to implement 
an Urban Agriculture Program 
(MC No. 09) and to adopt a 
City or Municipality for Urban 
Agriculture (MC No.13).
 Mayor Nelson S. Legacion 
personally graced the occasion 
which was also attended by DA 
Regional Technical Director for 
Operations and Extension Luz 
R. Marcelino and OIC, Chief of 
the Field Operations Division 
Dr. Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez 
and City Agriculturist Edna 
Bongalonta.
 The package of assistance 
consisted of 200 bags of organic 
fertilizers; 60 sets garden tools; 
60 pcs. bolos; 60 pcs. hand 
trowels; 60 pcs. hand sprayers; 
1,000 pcs. seedling trays; 2,000 
plastic polyethylene bags; 100 
packs plant growth enhancer; 
20 cans each of assorted seeds 

of ampalaya, tomato, squash, 
eggplants, polesitao, bell 
pepper and hot pepper.
 The assistance were 
received by the team leaders 
or Barangay Agricultural 
Technicians designated by 
the City Government to help 
the City Agriculturist’s Office 
oversee the implementation 
of the Integrated Community 
on Food Production, a local 
initiative.
 Mayor Legacion expressed 
his appreciation to the DA for 
its support to the city and to 
urban agriculture which is 
also a priority thrust of the 
city as he bared that the city 

 
 Director Marcelino for 
her part explained that urban 
agriculture is an investment 
on family labor. 

She adds that it is also one way 
of environment management 
as the concepts of reusing, 
recycling and composting of 
urban waste can be incorporated 
and addressed.
 Dr. Rodriguez who is 
also the Regional High Value 
Crops Development Program 
Coordinator overseeing the 
implementation of vegetable 

was in fact planning to set 
up an urban gardening demo 
center and show window at 
barangay Balatas but due 
to some problem and issue 
on the proposed site the city 
has to look for another site. 
He also shared that the City 
Council has just passed a 
local ordinance as a measure 
against COVID-19 and one of 
the provisions of which directs 
those with idle lands within the 
city to utilize these lands for 
agricultural production 
‘’…para masustinaran ang 
pangangaipo kan mga tawo 
sa pagkakan." (…to be able to 
sustain the food requirements 
of our people).

Naga City mayor Nelson S. Legacion

DA Bicol partners with Naga City  
for Urban Agriculture project

production projects including 
the Urban Urban Agriculture 
program  reiterated the need 
for every household to produce 
its own food. She said that the 
COVID-19 experience which is 
still upon us has shown that in 
times of crisis we have to rely 
on our own food source. 

 “Maski may pambakal 
kita kung naka lock down 
o mayo man available na 
mababakal mayo kitang 
pagkaon,  magugutom  kita..” 

DA RTD Luz R. Marcelino

(Even if we have the money if 
we are under lock down or 
there is no available food then 
we will go hungry).

 She said that the total 
assistance package for each 
group/barangay is worth over 
P24,000 and it is hoped that 
more gains will be achieved 
from this investment. She 
reminded the recipients that the 
DA personnel will be closely 
monitoring the progress of 
the project and urged them to 
innovate and use recycled and 
biodegradable materials as 
an award or incentive will be 
given to the Best Urban Garden 
after the project evaluation. 

                   (Emily B. Bordado)
 

Dr. Mary Grace DP. Rodriguez
OIC Chief 

DA Field Operations Division
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“Makaharadlok an sitwasyon 
naton nyana, dili ta nakikita 
ini na virus na aton kalaban 
kaya doble an pagahimat 
na dapat himuon, dili ta 
mailagan kon kita tatamaan, 
maaraman ta na lang kon 
kita may sakit na. Kasabay 
sani na virus, ginasamantala 
man san mga eligalista na 
naka quarantine an mga 
tao, minsan ginakulbaan 
man kami kay dili namon 
aram kon nano na klase an 
eligalista an amon makikita 
pero ginahimo guihapon 
namon an amon trabaho kay 
dili lang an pamilya namon an 
amon ginaprotektahan kundi 
an buong San Fernando. 
(Our present situation is scary, 
we cannot see this virus, 
so we need to take double 
precautions. We cannot foresee 
if the virus will infect us. We will 
only discover it once we are 

the Local Government Units 
(LGUs). 

           (Michelle Angela G. Alfigura)

Bantay Dagat frontliners 
do their part in the fight against COVID-19

 Even with fear and doubt, 
Noel Bergantin, designated  
Fisheries Coordinator/Bantay 
Dagat Enforcer chose to 
support and participate as a 
Bantay Dagat Frontliner to 
prevent the COVID-19 from 
entering their municipality. 

 Chaired by the Municipal 
Agriculture Officer (MAO) 
Florizel Lim, they drafted 
guidelines to secure the 
boarders of the eastern and 
western coast of San Fernando 
where the 125-hectare 
Municipal Fish Sanctuary and 
Marine Reserve of PRDP GEF 

sick. Illegal fishermen are taking 
advantage of the situation while 
most of the people are staying 
at their homes.  Sometimes 
we are also scared because 
we don’t know what this illegal 
fishermen can do, but we still do 
our jobs not just for our family 
but also for the whole San 
Fernando) Bergantin shared.
 
 Bantay Dagat Frontliners  
consist of 67 members which 
are divided into two groups: the 
foot and the seaborn patrolling 
team. They are tasked to survey 
the Eastern and Western 
Coast 24/7 to prevent people 

from other municipalities from 
entering the island as they might 
be a potential carrier of the virus. 
They only allow agriculture and 
fisheries products to be brought 
into their municipality.
 According to Bergantin, 
they are more cautious in 
looking after their Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) because 
the number of fishes is 
dramatically increasing which 
entices fishermen from outside 
the municipality to fish within 
their  territorial waters  even 
though its illegal. But with the 
strict monitoring of the assigned 
deputized fish wardens, no one 
can enter the MPA.
 
  Recently, the proponent 
group received 2 units of 
Bantay Dagat Patrol Boat from 
Philippine Rural Development  
Project–Global Environment 
Facility (PRDP-GEF) which 
they can also use for patrolling 

the municipal boarders. Other 
supplies such us Bantay Dagat 
Uniform, geotagging device, 
diving gears, underwater 
cameras, marker buoys, 
binoculars, search light and 
2-way handheld radio will be 
delivered after the general 
community quarantine (GCQ) 
is lifted.

 “Isa pong karangalan sa 
aming mga bantay dagat na 
maglingkod sa gobyerno lalo 
na sa krisis na kinakaharap 
natin ngayon. (It is a great honor 

for us deputized fish wardens 
to serve our government in the 
midst of the crisis that we face 
today) Bergantin added.”

 Even with the threat of the 
spread of Corona Virus,  PRDP-
GEF continues to implement  
measures to protect  coastal 
and marine resource base in 
targeted project areas through 
biodiversity conservation 
and fisheries resources 
management with the help of 

darafid5@yahoo.com     Agriculture Bicol     bicol.da.gov.ph  


